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DIEGO VALLES, master potter from Mata Ortiz, Chihuahua, Mexico, was 
recognized as the Premier Visual Artist of Mexico (Under 31 category) in 
2010. He and his wife, Carla Martinez, founded the extraordinary 
organization known as Grupo Siete; their initiatives and activities have 
provided numerous college scholarships to high school graduates from 
Mata Ortiz, as well as purchasing and installing a large grid of solar 
panels, generating enough electricity to freely operate the village’s water 
well pumps.  
Diego Valles is internationally collected, exhibited and published; his 
work is in numerous public museums and private collections, and he is 
represented by Andrea Fisher Gallery and Sandia Gallery, both among 
the top ceramics galleries in the world. His handbuilding skills and 
brushwork are considered among the very finest in the world. He has 
demonstrated and presented numerous workshops and lectures, from 
Europe to Central America, and across the United States. He is nearing 
the completion of a residency teaching/retreat center, located on the 
Casas Grandes river, in the village of his birth, Santa Rosa. 
Diego and his wife, Carla, have recently acquired property for perhaps 
their most ambitious project to date: The Mata Ortiz Museum, located in 
the Por Venir barrio of Mata Ortiz. 
 
After teaching for 20 years, MARKO FIELDS, BFA, MFA, McKnight Fellow, 
founded, designed, constructed and is the primary owner of Mojo Coffee 
Gallery. Fields is widely exhibited, collected and published. His work can 
be found in numerous public and corporate art collections, including: 
The Museums of Fine Arts of San Francisco – The DeYoung; The Renwick 
Gallery of the Smithsonian Institute, Washington DC; The Ceramic 
Research Center, Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona; Mark Arts, 
Wichita, Kansas; The Beach Museum of Art, Kansas State University, 
Manhattan; Emprise Bank, Wichita; The Sprint Corp., Kansas City, 
Missouri; and The Hallmark Corp., Kansas City, Missouri.  
Though retired from academia, Fields continues to create new work, 
publish and frequently lecture, demonstrate and present at universities, 
ceramic centers and conferences. His studio in the California Building, 
adjacent to Mojo Coffee Gallery, in Northeast Minneapolis, the Arts 
District of the Twin Cities.  


